RIVERSULTURE

ART & RECREATION IN MONTAGUE, MA

A Note from RiverCulture

January 2026

Greetings!

As the director of the Town’s creative economy program, it’s my pleasure to help you with your
program, performance or event in Montague this year. There are a number of ways in which | might be
of service. Feel free to reach out and schedule a meeting to discuss.

The following information is related to advertising, a very important part of creating your audience.
Depending on what you’re doing, this information can be adjusted. Again, I’'m happy to help.
Best,

7

Suzanne LoManto

Director of RiverCulture
riverculture@montague-ma.gov
413-863-3200 ext. 115

ADVERTISING TIMELINE SUGGESTIONS

6 weeks before your event: Create a Facebook event

6 weeks before: Create an Instagram post

6 weeks before: Send information to your mailing list, if you have one.

4 weeks before: Contact the Montague Reporter if you plan to buy an ad.
18 days before: Send press release to RiverCulture and area newspapers.
18 days before: Contact MCTV to request that they record your event.

18 days before: Additional social media posts.

10-15 days before: Hang flyers.

10 days before: Contact key (local) reporters and suggest a feature story.
7- 1 days before: Additional media posts, send a reminder email to your mailing list, if you have one.



TIPS TO HANGING FLIERS

Posters go up about 10 days before your event, weather depending. Bring some push pins and clear
tape. *If you see an outdated flyer on a public bulletin board, please recycle it to make space for your
flyer. It’s bad etiquette to flier over others. Smaller posters are easier to position. No need to go bigger
than standard 8.5 x 11” size.

Where to Hang Fliers! Print 25-30

Turners Falls: Carnegie Library: Bring 3 fliers and ask the librarian to send them to the other branches.
Food City, Peskeompskut Park, Survival Center, Shea Kiosk, Upper Bend, The Brick House, Laundromat,
The Rendezvous, Ed’s Barber Shop, Unnameable Books, Country Creemee, Fish Ladder parking lot, Bike
path parking lot, Unity Park field house, Women’s Center at Heartwing, Discovery Center.

*Depending on the event, some businesses might be willing to hang a flier in their window.

Millers Falls: Laundromat, Element Brewing, Millers Falls Library.
Montague Center: Montague Post Office, Montague Common Hall, Montague Bookmill
NEWSPAPERS AND MCTV

Small ads are in the Montague Reporter are reasonably priced and might fit into your advertising plan.
Contact the ads department: (413) 863-8666 ads@montaguereporter.org

The Montague Reporter comes out every Thursdays. It runs bi-weekly over the summer.

The RiverCulture newsletter is sent out on Tuesdays or Wednesdays. Please get me your info no later
than Monday. Sign up for the newsletter! https://www.riverculture.org/newsletter-subscription/

Interested in having your event recorded? Maybe MCTV can help: infomontaguetv@gmail.com
413-863-9200. https://montaguetv.org/

TIPS TO WRITING A PRESS RELEASE

A well-written press release is key to building an audience. It makes sense to do this early. The same
information can be repeated in your emails, social media posts, on your flier and through the
RiverCulture newsletter. Include one clear jpeg image in your press release but don’t send your flyer.
That is considered an ad.

Newspaper editors decide which format to publish your information. For this reason, offer both a
calendar listing and a full press release. *Remember that they are very busy- if you give them content
that’s “ready to go” it's more likely to be published.
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For Immediate Release

Friday, September 5, 2024 (DATE)

Julian Gerstin Sextet (NAME)

Peskeompskut Park (PLACE)

Avenue A and Seventh Street, 7-9pm (ADDRESS/TIME)

FREE! Part of First Friday Downtown Turners Falls

Sponsored by RiverCulture with support from the Mass Cultural Council

Contact: Julian Gerstin (EMAIL + PHONE)

julian@xxxxx.com

4713-XXX-XXXX

https://www.facebook.com/events/1982731609193819 (WEBSITE/ SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS)

Calendar Release

Friday, September 5

Julian Gerstin Sextet (World Jazz) 2-3 LINE DISCRIPTION

Peskeompskut Park

Avenue A and Seventh Street, 7-9pm

Original music steeped in jazz and sparkling with rhythms and instruments from the Caribbean, Eastern
Europe and the Arabic world. Joining Julian Gerstin are accomplished improvisors Anna Patton (clarinet),
Don Anderson (trumpet), Eugene Uman (piano), Wes Brown (upright bass) and Ben James (drums)
FREE! Part of First Friday Downtown Turners Falls sponsored by RiverCulture

In case of rain this event will be rescheduled. Bring a lawn chair.
https://www.facebook.com/RiverCulture

Full Press Release MAIN FACTS IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH

The Julian Gerstin Sextet performs original music steeped in jazz and sparkling with rhythms and
instruments from the Caribbean, Eastern Europe and the Arabic world on Friday, September 5 at
Peskeompskut Park, Avenue A and Seventh Street in Turners Falls from 7-9pm. This free performance is
part of First Friday Turners Falls, sponsored by RiverCulture and downtown businesses.

Composer and percussionist Julian Gerstin has spent his music life performing traditional and popular
music of Ghana, Nigeria, Cuba, Martinique, Brazil, the Balkan and Arabic worlds, and of course the
United States. Gerstin founded the sextet to bring instruments, rhythms and musical concepts from
these realms into a jazz setting, where each musician adds their individual voice to his compositions.

Joining Julian are accomplished improvisors Anna-Patton (clarinet), Don Anderson (trumpet), Eugene
Uman (piano), Wes Brown (upright bass) and Ben James (drums). Members of this stellar group have
played with jazz notables Shelia Jordan, Earl “Fatha” Hines, Anthony Braxton, Marilyn Crispell, Wadada
Leo Smith, Charles Neville, John Tchicai and many others. TheJulian Gerstin Sextet recently released its
third album, Songbirds of the Deep Sea, on the Truth Revolution Records label.

This is sponsored by RiverCulture with support from the MCC Turners Falls Cultural District. In case of
rain, this event will be rescheduled. Bring a lawn chair. MORE LENGTHY DESCRIPTION

INFO: https://www.facebogk.com/RiverCulture

RAIN DATE/WEBSITE

ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR SPONSORS!
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PRESS LIST + TIPS
Don’t send out individual emails.

Email addresses at the same newspaper can
be included on the same line.

Cut and paste unrelated addresses on the
blind carbon copy (Bcc) line.

*IMPORTANT: Cut and paste your text in
the body of the email. Newspaper editors
will not open an attached file to figure out
what’s happening.

Attach one clear jpeg image and the press
release as a word doc.

PRESS LIST 01/2026

riverculture@montague-ma.gov

Montague Reporter
editor@montaguereporter.org
events@montaguereporter.org

Greenfield Recorder
news@recorder.com
soundslocal@yahoo.com
features@recorder.com
outdoor@recorder.com
sbrock@recorder.com
ehoffman@recorder.com
mbowen@recorder.com

Gazettenet.com
ccain@gazettenet.com
dcrowley@gazettenet.com
kheidel@gazettenet.com

Brattleboro Reformer
news@reformer.com
ssmallheer@reformer.com
raudette@reformer.com

MISC
mgoldberg@explorewesternmass.com

news@galagardner.org
newsroom@atholdailynews.com
info@mailva.evite.com
entertainment@reformer.com
randy@commonsnews.org
newsroom@atholdailynews.com
dcrowley@atholdailynews.com
news@union-news.com
news@keenesentinel.com
mariann@franklincc.org
sarah@franklincc.org
news@nepr.net
coa@montague-ma.gov
Press@hilltownfamilies.org

TV/RADIO
infomontaguetv@gmail.com
news@nepr.net
livewiredm@gmail.com
Reportlt@wwlp.com
dan@whai.com
news@wamc.org
feedback@masslive.com
tips@westernmassnews.com
Ipage@wgby.org
news@wamc.org
nick@whai.com
thefab413@nepm.org
culturetodo@nepm.org

CALENDARS (Go to link. Fill out the form)
http://valleyadvocate.com/events/submit-

event/

https://login.cityspark.com

Visual Art/ Call for Visual Artists Only
http://www.valleyartsnewsletter.com/sub

missions.php

VALLEY ADVOCATE EDITORS
sopatut@valleyadvocate.com
jlevesque@valleyadvocate.com
editor@valleyadvocate.com
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Springfield Republican
pmastriano@repub.com
cafurban@gmail.com
newsdesk@repub.com
news@repub.com

Berkshire Eagle
news@berkshireeagle.com
tjamiolkowski@berkshireeagle.com
jborak@berkshireeagle.com

MISC.

aan@turley.com
listings@gazettenet.com
info@amherstmedia.org
editor@dailycollegian.com
edowner@turley.com
barrenews@turley.com
BCTV@Belchertown.org
channel5@belchertown.org
news@thebeatnews.org
mwinters@reformer.com
amherst@gazettenet.com
brian.kowalenko@chs3springfield.com
news@cbs3springfield.com
chicopeeregister@turley.com
countryjournal@turley.com
editor@dailycollegian.com
info@granbymedia.com
clarabee@recorder.com
info@northadams.com
ludlowregister@turley.com
warerivernews@turley.com
newsdesk@repub.com
online@repub.com
thesun@turley.com
Sentinel@turley.com
townreminder@turley.com
info@valleyvisitor.com
pressreleases@thewestfieldnews.com
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